Social Security Administration

§404.365 When an equitably adopted
child is dependent.

If you are the insured’s equitably
adopted child, as defined in §404.359,
you are considered dependent upon him
or her if you were either living with or
receiving contributions for your sup-
port from the insured at the time of his
or her death. If your equitable adoption
is found to have occurred after the in-
sured became entitled to old-age or dis-
ability benefits, your dependency can-
not be established during the insured’s
life. If your equitable adoption is found
to have occurred before the insured be-
came entitled to old-age or disability
benefits, you are considered dependent
upon him or her if you were either liv-
ing with or receiving contributions for
your support from the insured at one of
these times—

(a) When you applied; or

(b) If the insured had a period of dis-
ability that lasted until he or she be-
came entitled to old-age or disability
benefits, at the beginning of the period
of disability or at the time the insured
became entitled to benefits.

§404.366 “Contributions for support,”
“one-half support,” and “living
with” the insured defined—deter-
mining first month of entitlement.

To be eligible for child’s or parent’s
benefits, and in certain Government
pension offset cases, you must be de-
pendent upon the insured person at a
particular time or be assumed depend-
ent upon him or her. What it means to
be a dependent child is explained in
§§404.360 through 404.365; what it means
to be a dependent parent is explained
in §404.370(f); and the Government pen-
sion offset is explained in §404.408a.
Your dependency upon the insured per-
son may be based upon whether at a
specified time you were receiving con-
tributions for your support or one-half of
your support from the insured person,
or whether you were living with him or
her. These terms are defined in para-
graphs (a) through (c) of this section.

(a) Contributions for support. The in-
sured makes a contribution for your
support if the following conditions are
met:

(1) The insured gives some of his or
her own cash or goods to help support
you. Support includes food, shelter,
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routine medical care, and other ordi-
nary and customary items needed for
your maintenance. The value of any
goods the insured contributes is the
same as the cost of the goods when he
or she gave them for your support. If
the insured provides services for you
that would otherwise have to be paid
for, the cash value of his or her serv-
ices may be considered a contribution
for your support. An example of this
would be work the insured does to re-
pair your home. The insured person is
making a contribution for your support
if you receive an allotment, allowance,
or benefit based upon his or her mili-
tary pay, veterans’ pension or com-
pensation, or social security earnings.

(2) Contributions must be made regu-
larly and must be large enough to meet
an important part of your ordinary liv-
ing costs. Ordinary living costs are the
costs for your food, shelter, routine
medical care, and similar necessities. If
the insured person only provides gifts
or donations once in a while for special
purposes, they will not be considered
contributions for your support. Al-
though the insured’s contributions
must be made on a regular basis, tem-
porary interruptions caused by cir-
cumstances beyond the insured per-
son’s control, such as illness or unem-
ployment, will be disregarded unless
during this interrruption someone else
takes over responsibility for sup-
porting you on a permanent basis.

(b) One-half support. The insured per-
son provides one-half of your support if
he or she makes regular contributions
for your ordinary living costs; the
amount of these contributions equals
or exceeds one-half of your ordinary
living costs; and any income (from
sources other than the insured person)
you have available for support purposes
is one-half or less of your ordinary liv-
ing costs. We will consider any income
which is available to you for your sup-
port whether or not that income is ac-
tually used for your ordinary living
costs. Ordinary living costs are the
costs for your food, shelter, routine
medical care, and similar necessities. A
contribution may be in cash, goods, or
services. The insured is not providing
at least one-half of your support unless
he or she has done so for a reasonable
period of time. Ordinarily we consider
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a reasonable period to be the 12-month
period immediately preceding the time
when the one-half support requirement
must be met under the rules in
§§404.362(c)(1) and 404.363 (for child’s
benefits), in §404.370(f) (for parent’s
benefits) and in §404.408a(c) (for bene-
fits where the Government pension off-
set may be applied). A shorter period
will be considered reasonable under the
following circumstances:

(1) At some point within the 12-
month period, the insured either begins
or stops providing at least one-half of
your support on a permanent basis and
this is a change in the way you had
been supported up to then. In these cir-
cumstances, the time from the change
up to the end of the 12-month period
will be considered a reasonable period,
unless paragraph (b)(2) of this section
applies. The change in your source of
support must be permanent and not
temporary. Changes caused by seasonal
employment or customary visits to the
insured’s home are considered tem-
porary.

(2) The insured provided one-half or
more of your support for at least 3
months of the 12-month period, but was
forced to stop or reduce contributions
because of circumstances beyond his or
her control, such as illness or unem-
ployment, and no one else took over
the responsibility for providing at least
one-half of your support on a perma-
nent basis. Any support you received
from a public assistance program is not
considered as a taking over of responsi-
bility for your support by someone
else. Under these circumstances, a rea-
sonable period is that part of the 12-
month period before the insured was
forced to reduce or stop providing at
least one-half of your support.

(c) “‘Living with”’ the insured. You are
living with the insured if you ordi-
narily live in the same home with the
insured and he or she is exercising, or
has the right to exercise, parental con-
trol and authority over your activities.
You are living with the insured during
temporary separations if you and the
insured expect to live together in the
same place after the separation. Tem-
porary separations may include the in-
sured’s absence because of active mili-
tary service or imprisonment if he or
she still exercises parental control and
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authority. However, you are not con-
sidered to be living with the insured if
you are in active military service or in
prison. If living with is used to establish
dependency for your eligibility to
child’s benefits and the date your ap-
plication is filed is used for estab-
lishing the point for determining de-
pendency, you must have been living
with the insured throughout the month
your application is filed in order to be
entitled to benefits for that month.

(d) Determining first month of entitle-
ment. In evaluating whether depend-
ency is established under paragraph
(@), (b), or (c) of this section, for pur-
poses of determining whether the con-
ditions of entitlement are met through-
out the first month as stated in
§404.352(a)(2)(i), we will not use the
temporary separation or temporary
interruption rules.

[44 FR 34481, June 15, 1979, as amended at 45
FR 65540, Oct. 3, 1980; 48 FR 21928, May 16,
1983; 52 FR 26955, July 17, 1987; 64 FR 14608,
Mar. 26, 1999]

§404.367 When you are a “full-time ele-
mentary or secondary school stu-
dent”.

You may be eligible for child’s bene-
fits if you are a full-time elementary
or secondary school student. For the
purposes of determining whether the
conditions of entitlement are met
throughout the first month as stated in
§404.352(a)(2)(i), if you are entitled as a
student on the basis of attendance at
an elementary or secondary school,
you will be considered to be in full-
time attendance for a month during
any part of which you are in full-time
attendance. You are a full-time ele-
mentary or secondary school student if
you meet all the following conditions:

(a) You attend a school which pro-
vides elementary or secondary edu-
cation as determined under the law of
the State or other jurisdiction in which
it is located. Participation in the fol-
lowing programs also meets the re-
quirements of this paragraph:

(1) You are instructed in elementary
or secondary education at home in ac-
cordance with a home school law of the
State or other jurisdiction in which
you reside; or

(2) You are in an independent study
elementary or secondary education

136



